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Friends.... 
 
For me, this is a bittersweet moment - this address is the final speech I will make as your 
president. 
 
It's been an amazing journey. Standing on the shoulders of those who have served before us, 
we've accomplished much. And working as a team, we've laid the groundwork for some of you, 
the future leaders of this great organization, to carry us to the next level. 
 
I'd like to rewind the clock for just a minute - back a few years, back to when I was just graduating 
from chiropractic college.  I'd like to ask each of you to do the same. 
 
Where were you in 1977? or (Pick a year) 
 
Let me remind you what was going on in our nation and the world. This was the time that our 
president wore cardigan sweaters, interest rates were 16%, and disco music was the rage.  
Manipulation fees in my office were $12 and modalities were $6.   
 
Did you ever imagine that, 25 years later, you would be sitting here in this room, in the company 
of a different kind of family, in friendship with people who you were yet to meet, people who would 
undertake the same immense responsibility of protecting the public?   
 
I certainly never imagined that I would be here, entrusted with the presidency, working with a 
terrific team on our board, staff, and over 100 committee volunteers. I never imagined I would 
have the opportunity to make a small contribution to our sphere of the world. 
 
The Peace Corps doesn't have the corner on the slogan, "This is the hardest job you'll ever 
love."   
 
As Fellows, Honorary Fellows, and Executive Fellows of the Federation, we are bound together 
for a lifetime by our hard work, by our past, and by our future - by what we have done, and by 
what we have yet to do.  Once you have experienced the exhileration of regulation, of public 
protection, you will never be the same. 
Dick Vincent - past president of the FCLB - can tell you that. 
 
Past presidents Frank Hideg, Larry Gerstein, and David Brown can tell you that.  
 
Every person who has served on our governing board, on our committees, or at the state and 
provincial levels, can tell you that,  YOU are the one who is changed for a lifetime. Regulation 
does that. 
 
Those in this room understand this, or you wouldn't be here today.  That fire of public protection 
burns in your hearts. You make a difference. You matter. 
 
As the chiropractic profession continues an energetic, passionate, feisty maverick tradition of 
fighting for a thousand versions of what chiropractic is, let us not be torn apart by empty rhetoric 
and an endless battle for turf.   
 
Let us instead realize that we are united - as people of integrity - on one front - the protection of 
the public. Let us use that center to rededicate ourselves to upholding the highest standards of 
ethics – and trust. 



 
Do people trust the government? Do people trust regulation? More importantly, do people trust 
YOU? 
 
With each action, each word, each decision, we have micro-opportunities not only to DO right, but 
to BE right.  Being right isn't winning, it's giving. 
 
I'm sure you've heard that age-old definition of insanity - doing the same thing over and over 
again and expecting a different result. In his closing address, Dr. Lou Sportelli has given us a 
wakeup call - our battle is the same as it was 40 and 60 years ago. Only the players have 
changed. 
 
My tenure as your president is nearly over. The Federation has made an astonishing number of 
significant steps forward just in the time I've been with this organization - 
 
focusing on those issues we saw as important to the advancement of our mission and 
profession.  I am quite excited about our technological advancements, financial stability, board 
member development, and the inauguration of our future leadership scholarship program. 
 
This project will take flight in Denver next year – and will support the attendance of two students 
as full participants in our annual educational conference. 
 
I am particularly proud of our commitment to diversity, inclusion, and open dialogue which has 
become a guiding principal. 
 
This serves us well as the profession reviews the PACE continuing education program.  It has 
also serves as our beacon and our calling card as we participate with other groups and 
organizations both within and outside regulation and the chiropractic profession.   
 
My term is coming to an end. But YOUR term is just beginning. This might be your first FCLB 
meeting, it might be your 3rd, your tenth, your 20th.  
 
You are the future of this organization - as committee members, as public and professional board 
members, as board administrators, as part of the extended family of supporters in the colleges, in 
professional associations.   
 
We have accomplished much already but our work has just begun. 
 
One day, one of you will be standing at this lectern, giving the president's address, and looking 
back on more than four flags. The world is ready for chiropractic regulation, for ethics, and for 
you. 
 
We live in a small family, where one good idea makes a difference.  If we keep the public always 
at the forefront of our vision, speak the truth, and act with honor, character and integrity,  one 
good idea – your good idea – will change the world. 
 
I thank you for the opportunity to have served as your president for these past two years. 


